
C R EAT IN G H AVEN S FOR WIL D L IFE

G A R D E N S

wild



creating beautiful
garden sanctuaries

With a little bit of work and know-how, our gardens 

can become beautiful, tranquil spaces that offer 

sanctuary from the bustle of everyday life. And as 

we tend our gardens through the seasons, observ-

ing the ebb and flow of nature’s intricate processes, 

so we bear witness to the complex web of life and 

nurture a more meaningful connection to the earth 

itself. Through our wild gardens, we experience 

feelings of kinship with the world of wild nature.



A wild garden that is left to grow more-or-less at its 

own pace and with minimal disturbance can over 

time become a colourful tangle of trees and bushy 

shrubs intermingled with textured heaths and 

grasses, providing habitat and a source of food for a 

diverse array of garden visitors. And how lovely it 

feels to sit quietly in the shade of a favoured tree 

listening to the bees gathering pollen from the 

flowering buchu, or to a boubou shrike calling from 

its perch deep in the plumbago hedge.

a tumble of foliage



Swathes of beautiful indigenous grasses planted 

amongst the shrubs, delicate groundcover creeping 

over a rocky path, and the garden fence tucked 

behind a hedge of scented Carissa. A wild garden is 

an eclectic mishmash of vegetation, a space with no 

defined edges, of cracks and crevices, of mixed 

beds filled with both annuals and perennials, 

and of course patches of sand 

where francolins can enjoy a dust bath.

of 

seasonal changes that support the life cycle of the 

different plants, 

to see a world in a grain
of sand, and a heaven

in a wild flower...
William Blake



handfuls of 
healthy organic soil 

The philosophy behind a wild garden is essentially 

about creating an environment where nature can 

take root, spread out and fend for itself. This pro-

cess often begins with the soil, as healthy soil 

covered with fallen leaves and decaying plant 

matter that is left to its own processes provides vital 

habitat for bacteria and other soil micro-organisms, 

which in turn covert into food that nourishes plants. 

And a healthy soil inhabited by burrowing earth-

worms is also permeable, which means that life-

giving air and water flows easily into and through it.



As our suburbs expand outwards each year, so the 

wild creatures of our city are left with little choice 

but to move to and fro between our gardens and 

what is left of their natural habitats. For many birds 

and small mammals, these urban spaces have 

become a welcome haven where they can find 

regular food, water and shelter in an otherwise 

challenging and constantly changing world.

creatures great & small



holding onto all 
that is wild and free in 

our beautiful world
A garden that is bustling with life becomes a vital 

thread within the larger living landscape, providing 

sanctuary to the many creatures great and small 

that co-exist alongside us. The first step when 

planting for wildlife is to select a variety of shrubs 

and flowering plants that will attract a diversity of 

pollinators, from bees and butterflies to colourful 

sunbirds. This in turn will attract other small wildlife, 

so creating over time a thriving garden ecosystem.



the buzzing of bees
It is wonderful to know that through tending a wild 

garden we can create a haven for bees, those little 

garden visitors that play such a crucial role in world-

wide food production. Through selecting plants that 

are rich in nectar and pollen, and planting patches 

of wild grasses and colourful, scented flowers, we 

can ensure that bees have much incentive to pay us 

a visit ! And just to mention that bees also get thirsty 

so I suggest providing a shallow dish filled with 

water, and small stones in case the bee falls in.



rotting logs and 
piles of fallen leaves

Wildlife thrive in wild and unkempt spaces, so 

creating interesting areas like raised beds using 

heaps of stones and rocks, and then leaving piles of 

logs, sticks and rotting leaf-litter gathering under 

your trees and shrubs will provide an ideal environ-

ment for insects and small creatures where they can 

shelter and forage for food.



Most of us enjoy a patch of lawn to sit or play on, and 

even a wild garden can have areas of mowed lawn 

interspersed amongst the shrubs and flower beds. 

When we leave parts of our lawn uncut, or trim the 

grass at irregular intervals to enable the growth 

cycle of weeds, it is wonderful to see how a once-

manicured environment springs to life, providing 

habitat and shelter for garden wildlife. 

leaving patches of
uncut lawn



Waking up to a chorus of birdsong is surely one of 

life’s great joys, and planting specially for birds will 

ensure that they visit regularly. Dense hedges and 

shrubberies, as well as creepers growing on garden 

walls provide ideal roost and nesting sites, where 

birds can hide from the prying eyes of predators. 

And an array of flowering and fruiting plants, as well 

as the occasional distribution of seeds, will provide 

nourishing food for our feathered neighbours.

creating habitat for birds



Our gardens are small wildlife sanctuaries waiting to 

proliferate and flourish. Installing a birdbath or 

creating a natural pond will open up a whole new 

world in the garden ecosystem and provide a 

valuable source of water, which will be especially 

welcome during the hot, dry summer months.

providing a welcome
source of water



encouraging garden 
predators to help manage

unwelcome pests
One of the most effective and non-invasive ways to 

control garden pests like snails and slugs is to en-

courage a diversity of garden predators. Colourful 

ladybirds that feast on aphids; a spider in its elabor-

ate web; lizards, frogs, small snakes and of course 

birds all feed on insects and will assist greatly in 

keeping unwelcome pests at bay, so maintaining 

balance in the garden ecosystem. And also to keep 

in mind that aromatic herbs like wild garlic and 

chives, along with plants like marigolds and nastur-

tiums, are all bright, beautiful bug repellents.



saying no to using 
harmful poisons

Crickets calling in the early evening, sunbirds flitting 

amongst the ericas and tadpoles nibbling on algae 

in the pond...a healthy garden ecosystem will brim 

with life and require little input or intervention. If 

problems do arise like coping with pest infesta-

tions, one can tread lightly by saying no to harmful 

poisons and instead research alternative methods 

to dealing with unwelcome pests. For many of the 

creatures in our gardens, life is challenging enough 

without the added pressure of toxic chemicals.



keeping a close eye
on our cats

Every year thousands of birds, lizards, mice and 

other small creatures are hunted by domestic cats. 

Often these creatures are not killed immediately 

and suffer a prolonged death. We can all help to 

reduce or even eliminate this impact on our local 

wildlife by ensuring that your cat has a bell on its 

collar, and then keeping a close eye on it when it 

ventures outdoors. We must remember that un-

natural predation on wildlife leads over time to a 

gradual decline in the biodiversity of our suburbs.
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For more detailed information on Wild Gardens, visit

www.wildneighbours.com

A WILD NEIGHBOURS INITIATIVE
l iv ing in harmony with wildl i fe & wild places

With support from

HSI-Africa supports creating safe 
havens for our urban wildlife, big 
and small, and your garden is 
the perfect place to start. 

Visit www.hsi.org/world/africa/ 
and FB @hsiglobal 
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