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Reconnecting with
N A T U R EN A T U R E



INSPIRING A CONNECTION WITH WILDLIFE AND WILD PLACES

To engage with visitors to the South African National Botanical Gardens through the 

'Reconnecting with Nature' signage display which has been created to enrich and deepen 

the nature experience for visitors to the Gardens, and ultimately engender an ethos of 

care, consideration and connection with our natural world.

PROJECT VISION



EXCERPT FROM THE PRESS RELEASE

Many years ago, Suquamish Chief Seattle wrote that 'The earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth. All 

things are connected.” And in those simple yet profound words, he brought back into consciousness the subliminal 

truth that we are all part of an interconnected and ever-changing collective whole within the earth's web of life.

This common thread that weaves its way through the dynamic fabric of life is resolute yet fragile and proffers the 

unspoken truth that if we harm the living world around us, ultimately we harm ourselves too. This can often seem an 

abstract concept, yet the collective impacts from our changing climate, our contaminated food and water, the earth's 

diminished wild places and disappearing wildlife will undoubtedly open our eyes to one of the greatest of life's truths 

– and that is that all our lives are intimately dependent on the healthy functioning of the earth's natural systems. 

Generations to come will experience an echo of all that we create, manifest and strive for today.

 'Reconnecting with Nature' explores these themes and has been created by Belinda Ashton of the Nature 

Connection, with support from the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust, Managed by BoE Private Clients. The display 

features in each of the nine National Botanical Gardens, encouraging visitors to spend quiet reflective time reading 

the boards and assimilating a message of connection to our wider living world.



The display has been created to inspire a deeper connection with wildlife and wild places and the growing imperative to live 

more consciously and considerately alongside nature in our increasingly fragmented world. 



Each signboard incorporated photographs that represented animals or birds found in the individual gardens



The display has been installed in a beautiful forested glade in the Gardens. A nearby stream, dense forest 

canopy and a wooden bench create an ideal space to read the boards and enjoy quiet contemplation.

KIRSTENBOSCH BOTANICAL GARDEN Cape Town

Kirstenbosch is acclaimed as one of the great botanic gardens of the world. Few gardens can match the sheer 

grandeur of the setting of Kirstenbosch, against the eastern slopes of Cape Town’s Table Mountain.



The boards have been placed at intervals along the beautiful Disa Kloof trail, which meanders along the river 

bank through indigenous forest and into the spectacular Disa Kloof.

HAROLD PORTER BOTANICAL GARDEN Kleinmond

This beautiful garden is situated near the coastal town of Betty’s Bay, in the centre of the coastal fynbos. 

Riverine and mountain walks introduce visitor’s to the spectacular floral wonders of this area.



The display has been positioned at the start of the popular Worcester mountain trail, offering visitors to this  

Garden a chance to assimilate a message of connection to nature before heading out on the trail.

KAROO DESERT BOTANICAL GARDEN  Worcester

The Karoo Desert National Botanical Garden is a truly unique garden. It cultivates and displays a wide variety 

of South Africa's desert and semi desert plants.



The display has been positioned near the Head Office, providing visitors to Hantam an opportunity to read the 

boards before they head out and explore the incredible landscapes and floral wonders of the Garden.

HANTAM BOTANICAL GARDEN  Nieuwoudtville

Situated just outside Nieuwoudtville, the Hantam National Botanical Garden is one of the world's very special 

biodiversity treasures and the first National Botanical Garden in the Northern Cape, South Africa.



The display has been installed under a canopy of trees, offering a shaded space to read the boards.

FREE STATE BOTANICAL GARDEN  Bloemfontein

This garden on the outskirts of Bloemfontein spans a valley between picturesque dolerite koppies. Enhance-

ments to the natural grassland and woodland vegetation create a haven for wildlife on the edge of the city.



EcoTourism students assisted with the installation of the signboards which have been positioned around the 

Garden, encouraging visitors to follow the display and enjoy the tranquility of the trees and water features.

KWA-ZULU NATAL BOTANICAL GARDEN  Pietermaritzburg

The beautiful and tranquil KwaZulu-Natal National Botanical Garden specialises in the conservation of plants 

from the eastern region of South Africa and of rare and endangered species from elsewhere.



The refreshing sound of waterfalls forms the tranquil background to the newest acquisition of the Lowveld 

National Botanical Garden, namely the “Reconnecting with Nature Display” boards which are placed close to 

the confluence and the cascades. 

LOWVELD BOTANICAL GARDEN  Nelspruit

The character of the Garden is shaped by the two main rivers that cut across it, the Crocodile and Nels Rivers. 

Before these two rivers converge in the Garden, they form spectacular waterfalls which can be viewed at the 

Cascades and the Nels viewpoints. 



The display has been installed at the entrance to the Garden so that visitor’s can read the message of 

connecting to nature at the onset of their nature experience.

WALTER SISULU BOTANICAL GARDEN  Roodepoort

This Botanical Garden was founded in 1982, but has been a popular venue for outings since the 1800's. The 

Garden has been voted the best picnic spot in Gauteng for 5 years in a row.



The signboards have been installed alongside a beautiful forested area in the Cycad Garden, close to the 

Waterfall and the Milk Plum Restaurant.

PRETORIA BOTANICAL GARDEN  Pretoria

This 76 ha urban oasis is a pristine getaway situated in the eastern suburbs of South Africa's administrative 

capital, Pretoria. All the flowering plant species to be seen, including 50% of the country's tree species, make 

this Garden a botanical tapestry.



“I just wanted to let you know that I was at Kirstenbosch yesterday and stumbled upon your boards. Wow! Such 

beautiful and inspiring writing that made me kick my shoes off and feel the earth beneath my feet! It is such a 

wonderful thing that you are doing and so vitally important, that I just had to memorise your details and let you know 

that I take my hat off to you and your project. Thanks for the inspiration.”   Ingrid Blohm 

SOME FEEDBACK FROM THE PUBLIC

“What a Godly moment to experience your ‘Reconnecting with Nature’ in such a beautiful way in the Karoo Garden in 

Worcester. Really inspiring. Keep up with your work of such high standards. Thanks that you share it with us. God bless 

you and  your team.”   Francois Grobbelaar 

“I run the indigenous nursery at the Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden.  This morning I had a walk and was totally 

amazed by your display. You managed to put in words what I have always felt deep inside myself. Thanks for the work 

you do.  This discovery opened up a whole new world of 'connectedness' for me.  Suzette Vlok

“I have a holiday house in Betty’s Bay and was very impressed and moved by your signs up Disa Kloof...”   Dr Les Underhill



Press release in Die Plattelander (20 January 2012). The newspaper is distributed in most of the Northern Cape and parts of the Western Cape.
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